
 
 

 

CENSUS BUS STARTS TOUR OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 

           21 February 2011 

 
The star of the 2011 Census TV adverts, the purple origami double-decker bus, will be on 

a tour of England and Wales from today stopping off and giving people the opportunity to 

ask any questions they have about the upcoming census. 

 

On leaving Tower Hamlets, London, on Monday 21st the bus will stop in a different location 

each day, namely; Brighton, Bristol, Cardiff, Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, Newcastle, 

Leicester, Peterborough and Southend. 

 

The team on the bus, including local language specialists, will be able to help people 

understand why the census is so important, and answer any queries they have about the 

process they need to follow when they receive their questionnaires in the middle of March.. 

 

Glen Watson, ONS Census Director, commented: “After many years of planning and 

testing we are now just a few weeks away from the 2011 Census.  With ten years since 

the last one, we know people will have lots of questions for us.  There may also be people 

for whom this is their first census because they were not living here in 2001, who are not 

sure what it’s all about.” 

 

The 2011 Census takes place on Sunday March 27. Questionnaires will begin to drop 

through letterboxes in March. It can be completed securely online via the census website 

at www.census.gov.uk or on paper and posted back in the pre paid envelope.      

 

The census is an estimate of the population, carried out by the Office for National Statistics 

(ONS) every ten years.  Everyone is asked the same questions on the same day so that 
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we can take a snapshot of the population at one point in time.  Information from the census 

is used by central and local government to help plan and deliver local services to meet the 

various needs of the population. 

-Ends- 

 
For further information, images and interviews: 
 
Press Hotline:  01329 447654 
  
Email: 2011censuspress@ons.gsi.gov.uk  
 
Visit: www.census.gov.uk/2011press 
 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/2011censuspress 
 
 
Journey of a Nation bus tour 
 

City/Town Date Venue Times 
Tower Hamlets 21 February Spitalfields Market 10am to 2pm 
Brighton 22 February Old Stine 10am to 4pm 
Bristol 23 February Broadmead 10 am to 4pm 
Cardiff 24 February St John's Square 

Loudon Square, 
Butetown  

10am to 12:30 pm 
1pm to 4pm 

Birmingham 25 February Victoria Square  10am to 4pm 
Manchester 26 February Cathedral Gardens 10am to 4pm 
Leeds 27 February Briggate 10am to 4pm 
Newcastle 1 March Westgate Road 

Grey’s Monument 
10am to 12:15pm 
12:30pm to 4pm 

Leicester 2 March Rothley Street 
Humberstone Gate 

10am to 12:30pm 
1pm to 4pm 

Peterborough 3 March Town Hall 10 am to 4pm 
Southend 4 March Victoria Circus 

Pier Hill 
10am to 12:15pm 
1pm to 4pm 

mailto:2011censusmedia@ons.gsi.gov.uk
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BACKGROUND NOTES 

 
About the census 

1. The census provides an estimate of the population of England and Wales and is carried out every ten years by the Office for 

National Statistics (ONS). The information given is confidential and is protected by law. 

2. The statistics derived from the census underpin the allocation of important funding for necessary services like education, 

transport and health. They are also used by policy makers in central and local government to identify and understand the 

needs of communities. 

3. In March 2011 each household in England and Wales will receive a questionnaire through the post.  The questionnaires can 

then be completed and returned by post or using the new secure online questionnaire. 

4. ONS is responsible for carrying out the census in England and Wales.  

5. National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the Code of Practice for official statistics. They 

undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any 

political interference. © Crown copyright 2010 

6. The 2011 Census will offer a wide range of fixed full and part-time temporary employment opportunities across England and 

Wales. Roles will range from full time managerial positions, to supervisory roles and community based ones which involve 

interaction with the public. Details of these roles and how to apply can be found on www.censusjobs.co.uk. All the latest 

recruitment updates can be found by following us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/CensusJobs 

 
 

 

http://www.censusjobs.co.uk/

