
 

 

Response to ONS 2011 Census Outputs Prospectus 
10th May 2012 

 
This document outlines issues, comments and concerns with the ONS 2011 Census Output 
Prospectus released 30 March 2012 
  
The document has been jointly produced by the Greater London Authority and SASPAC and 
reflects the views of both organisations and wider stakeholders  
 
 

General 
 

1. It would be particularly helpful for ONS to produce a date stamped version of the prospectus 
in PDF format. The current web page presentation makes it easy to miss sections. It is 
structured online in such a way that it is difficult to discern where the document starts and 
where it ends. We appreciate the content is dynamic but a PDF version should be easily 
handled by a log of changes and updated version control. 

 
2. We understand ONS have agreed to produce a PDF version, but no timetable has been set 

either for the document or revisions. Users will need to subscribe to Output Prospectus 
revisions notifications to find out when changes occur. 

 
 

Census data, metadata and support information 
 

3. When will census table names and a numbering system be finalised and available to users? 
 

4. There is some confusion as to whether a unique cell referencing system will be in place for the 
proposed Census tables (inc. Scotland and Northern Ireland). 

 
5. A single, unique cell reference is essential for data analysts: to ensure the most appropriate 

variable is being used; for audit trail purposes; and for sharing analyses with colleagues (e.g. 
percentages calculated from variables using a full textual description instead of a unique 
reference is likely to be error-prone). Cell references will also be very useful for any data 
management applications - such as SASPAC or Local Information Systems - rather than having 
to rely on complex, and long, textual descriptions or cell positional information (that may not 
be unique across the datasets). Also, if these are not produced centrally, it is likely users will 
adopt their own which would not necessarily be consistent and could become confusing.  

 
6. We understand that due to SDC constraints, table layouts may be subject to change until they 

are populated. When will the latest ‘draft’ table layouts be available? It will be useful to have a 
list of changes to accompany these. 

 
7. A timetable relating to the release of supporting documents (e.g. definitions/glossary/table 

footnotes) ahead of the data would be useful. In particular we need full Ethnicity, Country of 
Birth and Language classifications.  



     

8. We have previously received a (very useful) Excel file defining variables (derived/aggregated 
and calculations) called ‘Tables, Variables & Geographies for User Packs’. Is it possible to 
receive an update of this file containing the latest definitions? 

 
9. Unit postcode data is not mentioned in the prospectus but headcounts of Males, Females, 

total Population and total households were provided in 2001. Can ONS confirm these will be 
produced again for 2011 output? 

 
10. Urban and Settlement area data is not mentioned in the prospectus. In 2001 Key Statistics 

data was provided for these geographies and it has been promised in previous consultation 
documents. Will ONS confirm what data will be produced for these areas for 2011? 

 
11. The timing of the release of small population tables is described as after October 2013. It is 

likely that users will want to commission similar tables via the Commissioning Service (available 
for multivariate data from March 2013 onwards). Will ONS stop users commissioning the small 
population tables ahead of the October 2013 release, as these will essentially be detailed 
variations on tables already released? 

 
 
Statistical Disclosure Control 
 
12. The recent publication of the SDC Q&A paper suggests that where an SDC issue exists for a 

few OAs, the whole table for all areas would not be changed/withdrawn. However we are 
concerns that disclosure affecting other parts of the country may reduce the detail available 
for London.  Can ONS clarify how SDC will be applied across different areas of England and 
Wales?  

 
13. There are some conflicting messages about the accessibility of data that is affected by SDC. In 

particular, in one place the prospectus says that all flows data will be only be accessed via the 
VML, but in other places the prospectus states there may be different levels of access. 
Although these data will not be available for some time, we would appreciate clarity on access 
so that we can plan appropriately.  

 
14. We are concerned about the planned withdrawal of CAS Theme tables (Detailed Theme) at OA 

and LSOA level. These were available in 2001 as part of ONS’ standard releases. Part of the 
business case behind the Census is the utility of the data at the smallest geographies and 
removing these very useful cross-tabulations would seem to go against this. We welcome ONS’ 
investigations into making these tables available at LSOA level or redesigning them to be less 
disclosive and wish to offer assistance in designing a usable, non-disclosive set of outputs. 

 
 
July data release  

 
15. When will release date be announced? 
 
16. Given that the first results are to be rounded can ONS indicate what degree of rounding we 

can expect (nearest 10 or 10,000)? In particular will the 5 year age bands be rounded and to 
what extent? When will unit level information be made available and how? ONS have stated 
this will be part of the second release but detailed age by sex is not part of the proposed 
tables as outlined so far. ONS should note that the utility of single years of age data is 
diminished if it is released after the ONS Mid 2011 Population Estimates (due in September) 
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which we have been told will be in the same package and format as previously released mid 
year estimates. 

 
17. When will local authority pack contents be announced, and when will this be published (with 

release of the numbers or after?). 
 
 
Labour Force tables 75+ age group 
 

18. The log of changes since consultation states that the age band ‘75 and over’ has been 
removed from labour market tables at output area level and that information for this age band 
will be available at middle layer SOA. Does this mean that the 75 and over age band is 
suppressed for OA only or OA and LSOA? 

 
19. Can ONS confirm that persons aged 75 and over will be combined with those aged 65 to 74 in 

these tables so that all persons 16+ are included in these tables? 
 
 
Multidimensional datasets 
 

20. There is no mention of multidimensional datasets in the prospectus although they were 
referenced in the March workshops. When will ONS announce the details of the scope, 
contents and method of delivery of these datasets? 

 
 
Geographical products 
 

21. We appreciate the geography prospectus is now expected to be available on 31 May but have 
included some comments relating to the expected content of this document. 

 
22. What will be the method of delivery for products such as boundary files and lookup tables? 

 
23. County level data is not explicitly mentioned as a geographical unit. Should we assume these 

are incorporated under Unitary/LA? 
 

24. We have been told that there will be no CAS wards for 2011 as all ward outputs will be best-
fitted from output areas. But this does not address the issue of wards where the populations 
are very small. In particular within the City of London some wards have only dozens of 
residents and so must be aggregated even at output area. We would like ONS to provide a 
lookup from the full 25 City of London wards to the ONS aggregations that are planned for 
publication. We note that for the release of online completions rates (March 2012) ONS 
aggregated the City of London into 10 ward groupings. 

 
25. There is no mention of workplace geographies in the prospectus and we hope that full details 

will be included in the geography prospectus.  
 
The GLA and SASPAC would welcome a response to these concerns from ONS and hope that these 
issues will be addressed as the outputs prospectus is updated over the coming weeks.  
 

Baljit Bains, Demography and Policy Analysis Manager, baljit.bains@london.gov.uk

Alan Lewis, SASPAC Programme Manager, alan.lewis@london.gov.uk
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